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RECAP—WORKSHOP #2 GOALS: 
GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT 
VISION (held June 10, 2020)

• Document stakeholder’s vision of what a “sustainable SLO 
Basin” means. 

• Share what the project team has learned about the Basin

• Describe the role of the Water Budget
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Attendees to the June 10, 2020 workshop participated in an interactive 
Visioning Exercise where they helped populate a virtual white board to 
answer the question — “What is our shared vision of what a ‘sustainable 
SLO Basin’ means?” Stakeholders added ideas, perceptions, outcomes 
and values across the following categories:

1. Available Groundwater Supply
2. Available Groundwater Storage
3. Groundwater Dependent Ecosystem Health
4. Cost to Users
5. Groundwater Quality

Following is a report out of this workshop exercise.
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ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION 
AND INPUT FROM 
STAKEHOLDERS



VISIONING EXERCISE STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS DETAIL, part 1

5 | SLO BASIN GSP |  STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP SUMMARY — GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT VISION



VISIONING EXERCISE STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS DETAIL, part 2
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VISIONING EXERCISE STAKEHOLDER COMMENTS DETAIL, part 3
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We incorporated the input provided by stakeholders into the DRAFT 
5 GUIDING PRINCIPLES INFORMING THE SLO BASIN GSP, 
described on the pages that follow.

A synthesis of all ideas and suggestions shared by the workshop 
attendees are listed beneath one or more of these principles.

These GUIDING PRINCIPLES will be used in partnership with the 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency to develop an overarching 
SUSTAINABILITY GOAL for the Basin.
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1 2 3 4 5
AVAILABLE 
GROUNDWATER 
SUPPLY SUPPORTS 
DIVERSE NEEDS 
RELIABLY AND 
EQUITABLY. 

(DRAFT) 
5 GUIDING PRINCIPLES
INFORMING THE SLO BASIN GSP

STORED 
GROUNDWATER 
EQUITABLY 
SUPPORTS WATER 
SUPPLY RESILIENCE 
AND EVOLVING 
NEEDS.

GROUNDWATER 
LEVELS SUPPORT 
THE SUSTAINED 
HEALTH OF 
GROUNDWATER 
DEPENDENT 
ECOSYSTEMS.

COST OF 
MAINTAINING 
SUSTAINABLE 
GROUNDWATER 
LEVELS IS 
EQUITABLY 
DISTRIBUTED.

GROUNDWATER 
QUALITY IS 
MAINTAINED AT A 
SAFE STANDARD 
TO MEET DIVERSE 
BASIN NEEDS.
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1. AVAILABLE GROUNDWATER SUPPLY 
SUPPORTS DIVERSE NEEDS 
RELIABLY AND EQUITABLY. 

SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS:

• Available when we need it
• Serves range of needs equitably
• Impact of land use or regulatory changes are distributed 

to groundwater uses/users equitably
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2. STORED GROUNDWATER EQUITABLY 
SUPPORTS WATER SUPPLY 
RESILIENCE AND EVOLVING NEEDS. 

SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS:

• Stored groundwater should equitably support supply 
resilience

• Stored groundwater should equitably support growth or 
changes in land use

• Explore storage innovations
• Leverage recycled water for storage goals
• Prioritize recharge via available supplemental supplies
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3. GROUNDSWATER LEVELS SUPPORT THE 
SUSTAINED HEALTH  OF GROUNDWATER 
DEPENDENT ECOSYSTEMS.

SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS:

• GSP projects and management actions should equitably prioritize the 
health of groundwater dependent ecosystems

• Leverage recycled water where possible for groundwater recharge
• Explore storage and recharge innovation
• Groundwater users understand relationship between their use and Basin 

sustainability

12 | SLO BASIN GSP |  STAKEHOLDER WORKSHOP SUMMARY — GROUNDWATER MANAGEMENT VISION



4. COST OF MAINTAINING SUSTAINABLE 
GROUNDWATER LEVELS IS 
EQUITABLY DISTRIBUTED.

SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS:

• Highest users pay highest cost
• Explore creative funding mechanisms to equitably share costs long-term
• Build a “future projects” fund
• Integrate an incentives-based reward system for conservation
• Explore water trading opportunities 
• Balance biggest use with economic value of use
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5. GROUNDWATER QUALITY IS 
MAINTAINED AT A SAFE STANDARD 
TO MEET DIVERSE BASIN NEEDS.

SUMMARY OF STAKEHOLDER PERCEPTIONS:

• Safe for fish, habitat
• Safe for direct agriculture use
• Create agreement on minimum threshold for water 

quality
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A draft of the 5 GUIDING PRINCIPLES was shared with the 
Groundwater Sustainability Commission (GSC) at their quarterly 
public meeting on July 8, 2020. Following a brief public 
comment period, the project team will finalize the 5 PILLARS 
and work with the GSC to incorporate them into overarching 
SUSTAINABILITY GOAL(S) for the Basin.
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